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2002-2003 Elected Officers

President
Dan Sabatino, CSHM/CHST

503/699-0550

President Elect
Dave Parsons
503/881-4969

Vice-President
Laird Blanchard
503/650-4393

Secretary
Jill Jones
503/519-6849

Treasurer
Charlotte Dolan
503/668-9138

House Delegates:

John Remmers
503/848-3048
Kimberly Gamble, CHST

503/283-6712

Delegates At Large:
Mark Hopkins
541/812-6240
Gene Patrick, CSP

503/944-7423

Santiam Section
Charlie Crawford
503/378-5799

Mt. St. Helens
Richard “Dick” Fabbro, CSP

360/817-2187

Volunteers are the Key to our
Success

It’s Conference Time
There’s still time to make plans to attend the 2003 Oregon Governor’s
Occupational Safety and Health Conference (GOSH). This joint venture
between the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) and Oregon
OSHA has a long history of providing quality-training opportunities.

This year the GOSH program is no exception, offering programs to en-
hance the seasoned safety professional or just to get started on the path
to identifying safety needs in your work environment. With basic, interme-
diate, and advanced level classes, every attendee should find training that
will meet their needs. All programs are being delivered by safety and health
professionals with proven knowledge and experience in their field.

We hope you choose to take advantage of as many programs as possible.
Please join your fellow safety professionals for the Walk-About-Breakfast
and the Opening Ceremonies with a very entertaining and enlightening
Keynote address by a leading safety professional in the United States,
Skipper Kendrick. When not in training please take time to visit our Exhibi-
tors, in the Exhibit hall where you can observe, first hand, the latest inno-
vations in safety and loss control. And don’t miss the Awards luncheon,
where the safety efforts of companies and individuals from throughout our
state are honored.

Lastly, take time to speak to any of the ASSE or OR-OSHA Staff and let us
know how about your GOSH experience. The team has worked very hard
to provide a quality training experience that combines quality and value
for your time and financial investment. Please let us know if we hit our
mark. Welcome and enjoy the 2003 GOSH.

NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Monday, March 10, 2003

Sweetbriar Inn   11:30am - 1:30pm

7125 SW Nyberg Rd. Tualatin

See you at the GOSH Conference
March 3-6



Mt. St. Helens Section To
Host Seminar

Robert Pater is scheduled
to conduct our annual PDC
on  Thursday May 15th.  This
will be a full day of “Profes-
sional Development”. Mr.
Pater will conduct two half
day presentations, “Break-
ing the Chain of Accident
Repetition” and other half
of day “Directing Atten-
tion of Injury Preven-
tion”.  Our February 20th

membership meeting will
feature Ken Werenko.  His
topic is on “Clean Up Events
at the WTC”. In March, Linda
Venezuela from the SW
Washington Health District
will do a presentation on the
West Nile Virus. Our April
meeting will be a four-hour
workshop at Wire Rope and
Rigging in Woodland.  This
will be limited to 40 attend-
ees so there will be an RSVP
requirement.  For details
contact “James Bobst “
jbobst@pacfibre.com. or
360/577-7112.

******

The Santiam Section

by Charlie Crawford, Section
Chair 2002-2003

Our February speaker was
John Kirk, President of Cas-
cade Employer’s Association.
His presentation was on
“Accident Analysis Interview-
ing Techniques.” Highlights
included his discussion on
categorizing and prioritizing
witnesses: injured workers,
persons who saw the inci-
dent, supervisor’s/managers,
company trainers, safety
committee members, per-
sons who know about the

habits of the injured worker,
and procedures. He discussed
the need for having prepared
questions before the interview
and to conduct the interview in
“Neutral” surroundings so that
the witness would not be intimi-
dated by the location (board-
room, manager’s office, etc.).
After the meeting several mem-
bers commented that this was a
“very good” meeting.  Thanks,
John!

Trudi Tyler, Section Past-Chair,
is heading our elections com-
mittee. She is looking for mem-
bers to run for Treasurer and
Secretary positions.

There will be no meeting in
March, due to our commitments
to the 2003 GOSH Conference,
Volunteer Committee.

 Our April speaker will be Paul
Spindel, The Howell’s Group.
His topic will be “The Ladder of
Inference.”  The meeting will be
held on April 7, 2003 at the
Change of Seasons Restaurant
in Salem, Oregon.

*****

Gift to OR-OSHA
Keeps On Giving

by Don Harris, AV Librarian for
Oregon OSHA

Oregon OSHA’s Resource Center
and Video Library is always a
busy place but sometimes al-
most too busy.  With over
13,000 books, more than 900
videos, and tens of thousands
of customers, it was becoming
increasingly difficult to keep up.

Late last year, the ASSE came
to the rescue.

Thanks to a $10,000 grant
provided by the ASSE Colum-
bia-Willamette Chapter, the

Resource Center has been
able to keep pace with the
needs of working Oregonians
in ways which may otherwise
have been impossible.

Equipment purchased with
these funds has enabled the
Center to streamline pro-
cesses and procedures which
were formerly not only time-
consuming but all too prone
to the effects of human
error.  Many tasks which
once took over an hour to
complete are now accom-
plished in a matter of min-
utes.  All safety videos have
been barcoded, providing
improved speed and accu-
racy in circulation.  A new
document scanner has im-
proved storage and retrieval
of archival data.  And, a
number of new videos have
been added to the library.

ASSE’s generous gift could
not have come at a better
time.  Acquisitions made
possible by this grant fit
perfectly into the overall
efforts of Oregon’s Depart-
ment of Consumer & Busi-
ness Services to make re-
sources and services far
more accessible to employ-
ers and workers in Oregon.
Says Marilyn Schuster, man-
ager of standards and tech-
nical resources for Oregon
OSHA, “This gift from the
Columbia-Willamette Chap-
ter has been a crucial factor
in our ability to reach the
public, especially through
the new online system.
We’re sincerely grateful.”

Further information about the
resources and services available
through Oregon OSHA may be
obtained by visiting
www.orosh.org or by phoning

(503) 378-3272.



Capitol Coffee Break
Back Row Left to Right: Bob
Bryant, Dan Sabationo, Dave
Parsons, Bruce Poinsette, Front
Row mystery, Duane Grange, Linda

Enos.  Picture by Mary Lou Wilson.

Capitol Coffee Break
by Bruce Poinsette

On January 24th the Co-
lumbia Willamette Chapter,
in partnership with the
Cascade Chapter of Eu-
gene, held the 2003 Capitol
Coffee Break. This event
involved a booth in the
state capitol building,
staffed by members of both
chapters.  The booth fea-
tured publications about
ASSE as well as the upcom-
ing GOSH conference. This
was an opportunity to in-
form legislators and their
staff about ASSE’s ability to
provide assistance on occu-
pational safety and health
issues. The members that
participated in this event
found it interesting to talk
with people who were not
aware of our organization
and/or our mission.

*****

Nomination Committee
Offers Candidates
by Barbara Aguon

The Elections Committee is
pleased to announce the slate
of nominees for Chapter officer
positions. President, Dave
Parsons; President-Elect, Laird
Blanchard and Mary DeVany;
Vice President, Charlie
Crawford and Wesley
Lashbrook; Secretary, Jamal
AbuSneineh; Treasurer, Jill
Jones; Delegate at Large (2),
Bruce Conrad, Char Dolan,
Michelle Potter; Assembly
Delegate (2), Tony Howard,
Gordon Kroemer, John
Remmer.

If you would like to be in-
cluded in the nominees or
would like to nominate some-
one for an officer position,
please contact Barbara Aguon
at 503-823-5478 or
barbaraa@ci.portland.or.us
immediately.

*****

ASSE Congratulates
Secretary Ridge

ASSE National President, Mark
Hansen, CSP congratulated
Secretary Tom Ridge on the
US Senate’s confirmation of
his appointment as Secretary
of the Department of Home-
land Security.  ASSE high-
lighted its members’ role on
the front line of defense of US
workplaces and suggests
building a relationship that will
help both the efforts of the
new Department and ASSE
members’ in protecting the US
from terrorism.

A copy of the letter to Secre-
tary Ridge is attached.

Job Placement News

The job market continues to
be a difficult one here in
Portland and southwest
Washington.  Between 7-
10% of our safety profes-
sionals locally are out of
work. Although many of us
are not “hiring authorities”,
we need to assist our col-
leagues by listening.
Strength and hope are every
bit as important as landing
the job.  If you need assis-
tance, please contact Mike
Benjamin, job placement
coordinator at 503.628.2846
or www.benji473@aol.com.

*****

Meeting Focuses on
Shiftwork Health and

Safety

Dr. Dana Mirkin, MD, was the
speaker at the joint meeting
with the Occupational Health
Nurses in February.  Dr. Mirkin
discussed the affects of shift
work and how health and
safety professionals can plan
to prevent injury and acci-
dents in this type of work en-
vironment.

Dr. Dana Mirkin, MD

*****
Date Change

The Brown Bag Lunch for March
has been changed to the second
Friday. It will be held March 14.
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3-6 M-Th

10 Mon

14 Fri

20 Thur

25 Tue

25 Tue
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2003 GOSH Conference

4 Fri

14 Mon

17 Thur

22 Tue

22 Tue

22 Tue

Brown Bag Lunch

CWC Chapter Meeting:
Sweetbriar Inn - 12:00

Brown Bag Lunch

Mt. St. Helens Section Meeting:
Red Lion, Kelso 7:30 a.m.

CWC E-Committee
Elmer’s 7:30 a.m.

CSS Board Meeting:
JJ North’s 10:30 a.m.

CSS Meeting: Erosion Control
JJ North’s 11:30 a.m.

CWC Chapter Meeting:
Sweetbriar Inn - 12:00

Mt. St. Helens Section Meeting:
Red Lion, Kelso 7:30 a.m.

CWC E-Committee
Elmer’s 7:30 a.m.

CSS Board Meeting:
JJ North’s 10:30 a.m.

CSS Meeting: Erosion Control
JJ North’s 11:30 a.m.

A Word from Our President...

The Safest Unemployed Employer
in Town

I often hear the cost of safety is too high
or prohibits production. As we all know
the cost of an unplanned or unscheduled
event (accident) is never taken into the
planning of a project and can turn even
the most profitable job into a loser, not
withstanding the pain and suffering of an
injured worker.

From a risk management prospective,
investments in safety often are miscon-
strued: If nothing happened, why did we
spend the money for it? Safety professionals are in the business of
prevention. All too often we spend the majority of our time in reaction
mode. Selling prevention is the key, and separates the safety profes-
sional from the safety cop. Yes, it takes some creative thinking but
the better we know the operation the better we can create alternative
methods to work performance, alternatives that are not cost prohibi-
tive and are safe for the workforce.

A simple shift of thought process can result in new and creative ways
to perform the task safely. Instead of “why”, ask “why not”? Instead
of “No, I can’t”, ask “How can I”? The answer still may be No, but this
thought process leaves the door open for creative thinking which may
actually find a better way.

As we gear up for the GOSH Conference, please take advantage to
network with fellow safety professionals and renew your enthusiasm
for the most important role in business, protecting human life. I
salute you and look forward to seeing you at GOSH 2003.

Quote for the Safety Professional…”If you really want to do some-
thing, you’ll find a way; if you don’t you’ll find an excuse.” Unknown

Don’t forget to check
the Chapter Website

http//www.asse.cwc.org

to find meeting minutes,
job info and other

 valuable information

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Sabatino
Chapter President



WELCOME TO THE MARCH
BROWN!BAG LUNCH SERIES

Our Next Brown-Bag Lunch Meeting will be held:

11:30 a.m. ñ 1:00 p.m.

at the
SMACNA Building

2379 NE 178th Ave., Portland, OR

Located in East Portland, Take I-84 East to Exit 13 (181st Street).  Turn right on NE 181st Street and proceed .3 of
a mile to NE San Rafael St.  Turn right on San Rafael St. and proceed .1 of a mile to 178th Ave.  Turn right on
178th Ave and proceed .2 of a mile.  The SMACNA Building is on the left next to the Albertsonís Distribution
Center.

Has anyone wondered how to defend an OSHA citation?  A few members have asked for a training
session on this subject, so we have invited Brian Doherty of Miller Nash LLP, Attorneys at Law to be
our speaker.  Mr. Doherty is a partner and joined Miller Nash in 1979.  Mr. Doherty is chair of the
firmís labor, employment, and regulatory department, which includes telecommunications and
regulated utilities, environmental, and public policy practice area.  He represents employers and
insurers in matters involving workersí compensation, OSHA citations, general labor and
employment disputes, premium disputes, and other administrative agency claims.

Come listen and learn the correct way to defend yourself!

ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ ƒƒƒƒ
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    WWWW HHHHAAAA TTTT••••SSSS    FFFFOOOORRRR    LLLL UUUUNNNN CCCCHHHH????
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        WWWW HHHHOOOO••••SSSS    AAAA TTTTTTTTEEEENNNN DDDDIIIINNNN GGGG????

                                         Please complete the following order Form and return it to the fax number below.
                                                                  (You are welcome to bring your own lunch)

nnnn aaaammmmeeee     cccc oooo mmmmppppaaaannnn yyyy pppphhhh oooo nnnn eeee    ####

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________
SODA      BRING

Sandwich Order: BEEF ____  TURKEY ____  HAM ____ VEGIE ____ PREFERENCE ____   MY OWN ____

nnnn aaaammmmeeee     cccc oooo mmmmppppaaaannnn yyyy pppphhhh oooo nnnn eeee    ####

2.______________________________________________________________________________________________

             SODA           BRING
Sandwich Order: BEEF ____  TURKEY ____  HAM ____ VEGIE ____  PREFERENCE ____  MY OWN ____

                                                        Lunch includes: Sandwich, Chips, Cookie, Soda
                                                                                        All for $8.00

FAX, MAIL OR PHONE TO: Karen Blythe FAX:  503/618-8869
CICP PHONE:  503/618-8871

3630 SE 3rd Street  Gresham, OR 97080

Please make checks payable to ASSE.  Clip/Mail, FAX, or Phone your order in BY 9:00 a.m. the day BEFORE the lunch
Please do not forget to send or bring your total payment with you.

Thanks for supporting ASSE Brown-Bag Lunch Series Meetings!
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American Society of Safety Engineers

Columbia Willamette Chapter

Meeting Notice
The next meeting of the ASSE Columbia Willamette Chapter Construction Safety Summit has been scheduled for:

March 25, 2003

Meeting Agenda:
11:30 am Lunch

11:45 � 12:00 Introductions and Announcement
12:00 � 1:00 Training Topic

Speaker(s)/Topic:

POST FALL RESCUE PROCEDURES

Rescue of a fallen worker, after he or she has fallen into their personal fall arrest system, remains one of
the most misunderstood aspects of fall protection.  The instructor will explain methods of getting a
person down after they have fallen.  This information pertains to general industry as well as
construction.

JJ North�s Grand Buffet
10520 NE Halsey, Portland, Oregon

(NE 105th & Halsey)

All ASSE Construction Safety Summit Meetings are open to anyone interested or involved in construction safety.  ASSE membership is
not required to attend.

Contact Michelle Potter at Walsh Construction, 503-219-2937 for more information.  To add someone to the mailing list please fax the
information to 503-220-5321 or email to stans@e-c-co.com

Upcoming Meetings:                                                *denotes 3 hour training
Date Topic Anticipated Speaker(s)
April Air Sampling � Resources for �In-House� Sampling Stan Strickland
*May Job Search Resources Mike Benjamin & TBD Speaker
June Automatic External Defibrillators � Benefits & Legal Issues TBD

The ASSE Columbia-Willamette Chapter Construction Safety Summit Steering Committee meets prior to each meeting at 10:30 am at JJ North�s
Grand Buffet (address listed above).  These meetings are open to any ASSE or Summit Member.  The steering committee invites open participation.
Active Steering Committee Members:

Michelle Potter, Walsh Construction
mpotter@walshconstructionco.com

Curt Charley, CCSS Services
CCSS@firstworld.net

Frank Upham, SD Deacon
Upham@deacon.com

Al Arguedas, Baugh Construction
Aarguedas@baughpdx.com

Brian Clarke, Hoffman Corp.
Brian-Clark@hoffmancorp.com

Gary Stonewall, R&H Const.
Gstonewall@rhconst.com

Phil Lemons, Streimer Sheet Metal
Ph.lemons@streimer.com

Stan Strickland, E C Company
stans@e-c-co.com

Tim Fasching, Swinerton Builders
Tfasching@swinerton.com



WELCOME TO THE MARCH LUNCH
MEETING

Our Next Lunch Meeting will be held:

11:30 a.m. � 1:30 p.m.

at the

Sweetbriar Inn

7125 SW Nyberg Rd. Tualatin
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Back by popular demand, we have Bill Wood, CHST, and Gene Patrick, ARM, CSP to speak
to the membership on �Analyzing Indirect Costs.�  Both Bill and Gene gave this presentation
in a 4-hour workshop on January 16, 2003 at our Mt. St. Helens Section.  There were many
members that couldn�t attend and have requested this presentation, so Bill and Gene have
agreed to cover the highlights at our lunch meeting.

This program defined indirect costs and how they can affect a company�s bottom line.
Attendees will learn how to determine a ration of indirect to direct costs.  The main objective
is returning the injured worker to work as soon as possible.

Bill Wood, CHST, serves as a Safety Management Supervisor for Argonaut Insurance in the
Wrap Up Division (Large Construction Projects).  Bill has over 30 years experience in the
construction industry.

Gene Patrick, ARM, CSP, serves as the Construction Safety Manager for Oregon Health
Sciences University.  Gene holds a BS in Environmental Health and Safety from Oregon
State University and has over 10 years of construction safety experience.

This should be an excellent topic so come join us and learn different ideas that could assist
you in your workplace.


